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At first, I didn’t really understand what this actually meant, “A social responsibility is a 

social future.”   

What did it have to do with anything, really? Your position in society shouldn’t influence 

your future in any way, right? To me, the people in my life, the people I saw every day at 

school were insignificant, I didn’t have any interest in physical contact with them but I 

didn’t really mind it either.  Then covid-19 happened. My first thought about this 

outbreak was… selfish. I thought, “yes! A break from school and people in general!”  

And sure, I’ll admit. It was a relief not having to keep pretending that I was actually 

happy at that point in time, but I grew to miss it. Their presence, their company, our 

conversations, basically the people I didn’t care much about. Until after the president 

had extended lockdown, I didn’t realise how much I would miss their hugs. It really 

made me think about my mindset. It changed the way I looked at people and that’s what 

mattered. I actually started to look forward to those hugs. The very first hug after 

lockdown. That hug you get from that person you haven’t seen for a very, very long 

time. Then another statement from the president came along to prevent me from this. 

Social distancing. To be honest, that wasn’t going to stop me from those hugs. Who 

cares it’s just one short hug?  

But everything comes with consequences, so I became paranoid. Looking at the rates 

of people infected didn’t help with that, but it made me realise that a single hug could 

endanger my friends, so why risk it? It would be even more selfish if I were to allow my 

friend to be at risk of getting the coronavirus. I still have time with them. I can wait for 

this pandemic to be over; I have my whole adolescence with them, so why risk putting 

them in danger now? The only way for me to be able to get that one hug is if I keep my 

distance during our most futile time. The only way I can make sure I get those hugs is if 

I keep my distance. If there is one thing, I have learned during lockdown, it’s that no one 

is insignificant in our lives. They are there for a reason, but the only way to truly cherish 

them is to keep the distance. At this point, it’s our responsibility to distance ourselves so 

that in future, all of us will be able to have those special hugs.      

 


