
 

 

The Vitality of Social Responsibility During the Pandemic by Amelia Crose (9A) 

 
 

Social responsibility. These words have been heard by many of us well before today. 

We have heard the topic of “responsibility” in a class, be it Ethics or English, or from 

our parents. Usually we have heard this word in the context of us being scolded, or 

lectured, on how responsibility is important for not just us, but for others. This word, 

however, lightly it is taken, is important. Though it is just a word, the way we handle it 

is important not just to us, but for others.  

 

Responsibility, when searched upon a dictionary or the web, means “the state or fact 

of having a duty to deal with something or of having control over someone.”. We all 

deal with responsibility, whether you are a student making sure your homework is on 

time, or a parent who makes sure their child is healthy and successful. Our 

responsibilities are inevitably split into two categories; those being the 

responsibilities with success, and the responsibilities with the wellbeing of others and 

ourselves.  

 

Our responsibilities are important for the present and for the future. With our 

success-based responsibilities, we focus on how well we are doing in class at a 

young age, which later becomes how well we do in college, which later becomes 

how well we do at our jobs and so on and so forth. This is the type of responsibility 

most of us focus on. We focus on this responsibility alone, because without it we 

believe we won’t have a good life, right? 

 

The other responsibilities, the one we overlook so much on, is our health-based 

responsibilities. Every day we make sure we get our three meals ingested, we brush 

our teeth at dawn and dusk, and we are properly clean. However, we often overlook 

it, especially in these times. Though many of us are healthy today, that might not be 

the case tomorrow. Things can easily change.  

 

Many of us today are rushing to get back to work, back to school, back to our 

education, etc. without thinking of our health. Because of this, many of us will 



 

 

inevitably lose our good health. This time, however, it will not only be our own health, 

but others’ health too.  

 

Though many of us have strong immune systems and are most likely to survive 

catching COVID-19, there are many of us that can’t. My brother, for example, has 

asthma, and if he were to catch it it would not be likely that he would survive. If 

someone if my family were to catch it, whether it be my sister or I at school, he would 

have a high chance of catching it as well, even if only one of us were to be attending 

school. Even though our health-based responsibilities were not our focus on the 

past, they should be ours now, if not for our sake, then for others. 

 

 As important as our success-based responsibilities are, we should put them on hold 

for our generation, the older generations and the future generations. If we do not 

take the action to isolate ourselves within our safe homes, we will catch this disease 

in one way or another. It doesn’t matter if we survive it if others can’t. This is what 

social responsibility should be about, not about the economy, but about our health, 

our lives. If we can’t put the economy and our jobs on hold for the lives of other 

people and our own, what is the point in claiming to have human compassion. 

 

 

 

    


