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Dear DSP School Community!
"How can I help?" is the new guiding principle of our acting
School Principal, Mr Wolfgang Ehrich. He presented this
motivating approach during his introductory speech to the
teachers and staff of the DSP after the departure of the
former School Principal, Ms. Beate Kiehn.
We look back with appreciation on three years in which Ms.
Kiehn has led the DSP. Since 2018, approximately 160
young adults have successfully graduated under her
leadership. Many learners will remember her German
lessons with a smile. They will also miss the many
interesting projects to promote "German". We have Ms.
Kiehn to thank for the fact that we were able to have the
past school year recognised despite a pandemic and the
correspondingly long lockdown.
In the new division of responsibilities,
Ms. Kapfhammer as the deputy acting principal is
responsible for the
German schoolleaving
certificates, the
official
communication
with Germany and
the ADLKs, the
KMK and the ZfA,
the statistics and
the like. Mrs
Bischofberger
will continue to
take care of the
South African
qualifications,
which she has now had a firm grip on for one and a half
years.
Should Herr Ehrich need a substitute, Ms. Kapfhammer
(Kombi-Abitur Coordinator), Mrs Müller-Sonder (N-Sec.
Head) or Mrs Bischofberger (NSC-Coordinator) will take
over as required. The Secondary School Heads I & II and
the Primary School Head are occupied as before and
continue to fulfil their tasks well.

Thus the organisational structure and the official channels
for the pedagogical work are confirmed and transparent for
the colleagues, learners and parents.
The good cooperation with the management of the
Kindergarten and the Afterschool Care Centre as well as
with the administration continues as before.
"I continue to expect good cooperation from everyone in the
DSP community, as I have experienced in the past years,
and I am convinced that together we can go a good and
forward-looking way with some changes. I am looking
forward to driving a line of communication in the coming
days and weeks that will rekindle hope for an Excellent
German School Abroad among all school authorities
involved - also beyond the country's borders," says Mr
Ehrich.
It was a big challenge to maintain classroom-based
teaching in the second term, because the COVID-positive
cases among the learners and teachers required strategic
decisions. Comparisons with the decisions of the
headmasters of other schools, were to be partly
groundbreaking and sometimes also critically questioned,
because one thing was aimed at:
To carry out face-to-face teaching until the last day of
school. We did it! Many thanks to the whole DSP
community who made this possible. Special thanks are due
to the colleagues who had an extraordinary amount of extra
work and tirelessly provided collegial support in order to
achieve the pedagogical half-year goal. This thanks also
goes to the administration and the maintenance staff.
Now the well-deserved holidays are upon us and hopefully
everyone can get some rest and relaxation. "I trust that on
the first day of the third term, the DSP will again be present
on the grounds with a full complement of learners and
teachers in good spirits and suitably equipped," concludes
Mr Ehrich.
By asking in all situations of everyday school life: "How can
I help?" he wants to awaken a positive attitude that is
purposeful and problem-solving to turn the current mood for
the better. "I would be happy if everyone enjoys coming to
school again and feels good," he concludes.
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Under the motto "How can I help?" our teachers regularly
exchange knowledge and experiences in workshops with
the teachers and principals of our partner schools. At a
recent session, mathematics in primary school and
assessment techniques were among the topics discussed.
We also took the opportunity to donate some masks to our
partner schools to protect learners and teachers in these
uncertain pandemic times!
During this term we also helped
some charities by supporting the
JCC's LOBSTER Day. For the
privilege of wearing many beautiful
shoes, ties, earrings and ribbons,
our learners donated to the CHOC
Foundation and Gracia Safe Haven.
“How can I help?” has spread even further to our partners
and sponsors. In anticipation of the third wave of COVID19 infections, Autohaus Centurion has donated a mask for
each learner and staff member, as well as very useful
gazebos. Thank you Autohaus Centurion for embracing the
spirit and helping our community!
In the second term, our Tuckshop was also successfully
reopened with a new online ordering system. If you can
lend a hand in our Tuckshop on weekdays from 10.00 to
13.00, please contact us at tuckshop@dsp.gp.school.za.
The team is happy about every additional helping hand!

We helped brighten our seniors' day
with the first ever virtual Easter
Coffee at the German Home for the
Elderly in Pretoria.
It was a
completely new take on a longstanding
tradition,
with
our
Kindergarten and Primary School
learners and musicians presenting
a varied programme to entertain
the seniors.

Knowing that mothers hold their
children's hands for a time, but their
hearts forever, our educators
helped the Kindergarten children
make beautiful cards and gifts for
Mother's Day.

On 20 May, World Bee
Day, our Primary School
learners and teachers
helped to spread the word
about the vital role these
little buzzing creatures
play in the ecosystem.

To the delight of our learners, we also introduced some
sports AGs at the beginning of the 2nd term. Despite all the
enthusiasm, we had to stop the sports activities again due
to a nationwide school sports ban. However, the regular
sports lessons could be carried out successfully.
On the staff front...
We congratulate Mrs Sonja Kirsch and Mr Tennyson
Sauti on their 5-year work anniversary at the DSP. We also
welcome Mrs Katja Schmidt, who works as a Social
Educator as well as a Child Protection Specialist and
Counsellor in our Therapy Centre.

Ms. Margarethe Greyling
helped her Grade 5 pupils
to write a fairy tale in an
innovative way. They
worked out fairy tale
recipes to capture the
essential building blocks of a successful story.
Her experience, passion and expertise have also secured
her the position as the new Head of German as a Foreign
Language (DAF) at the DSP. We wish Ms Greyling all the
best in her new role.
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Our Afrikaans department
helped Grade 12 learners
experience their prescribed
literature and poetry
through the fantastic trio of
Pit Productions.
We hope their performance
inspired all students to
delve into the texts
themselves and master the
subject in their exams!

Our Career Week, organised by Ms. Löwe, helped our
Secondary School II learners to find out more about future
career options. We would like to thank all the speakers and
exhibitors from 3RC, Auswärtiges Amt, Bundeswehr, Ford
and Human Capital Investments who contributed to the
success of the week.
Our chosen value for the second term is "Justice".
In this context, the Therapy Centre team explains how they
deal with social injustice.
• We help make learners aware of social injustices
and provide them with strategies to remedy these
situations.
• We interact with learners who are affected by social
injustice and need to know how to respond to their
needs.
• We help learners understand the importance of
respecting themselves and others, forming
meaningful relationships that promote individual
and social growth, and working for change where
this is not the case.

To contribute to better understanding, our student
representative council launched their "Meeting of the
Minds" initiative by visiting the DSJ prefects to exchange
ideas, share experiences and learn from each other in
conversation. They are already looking forward to more
meetings with their peers at other schools.

With over 30 nationalities represented at the DSP, we
are truly a melting pot of a variety of languages and
cultures connected through a German education system.
Our Governing Body, which has its first term behind it, is
committed to building on the standard already achieved by
the DSP as an "Excellent German School Abroad".

In line with our mission statement theme for 2021: our
ethical standards based on our Christian values; the
Religion and Ethics Department has set values for each
term to focus on and live by each term and beyond.
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Christian and ethical values guide the Governing Body in
its daily work. The principle of performance, progress and
diversity are important drivers. The Governing Body is
aware of its responsibility for the community, the learners
and the staff.
The highly motivated, qualified teachers play a central role
in the DSP. Therefore, the Governing Body aims to ensure
that an excellent learning environment continues to develop
by providing the best possible support framework. The DSP
instils a democratic learning culture with the aim of
strengthening learner's personalities and preparing them
for a global future.

As we look back on a tumultuous term we are grateful that
we were able to continue classroom-based teaching with
our learners until the last day of the term. We remain
vigilant, cautious and responsible to mitigate the risk to our
community.

Important dates in the 3rd Term

17 June
Last day for school photo orders
12 July
First day of school
14 July
Insprational speaker Stephen McGown
- Resilenz (information to follow)
2 September
DSP Golf day

We thank you for your support, understanding, patience
and most of all your cooperation. We wish our entire
community a well-deserved holiday. May you return
recharged and with renewed vigour for the third term.

Raise funds for our school
Do not forget that while you are doing your shopping, you
can help us to raise money for our school by registering with
the following shopping outlets’ school programmes:

Kick off Spring at our DSP Golf Day Fundraiser on 2
September at Silver Lakes Golf Course!

Woolworths My School (www.myschool.co.za)
Dischem School Days (www.schooldays.co.za),
or
download
the
mCard
App
from
Makro,
(www.makro.co.za/mcard) click on the M=Educ8 banner
and choose the DSP as your school of choice.

You can expect a professional tournament with great prizes
at one of Pretoria's best golf courses. Bring your friends,
colleagues or clients and join us for a fabulous fundraising
event.
Read more
https://www.dspretoria.co.za/dsp-golf-day-fundraiser/

DSP Shop window
If you would like to promote your brand, service or product
to a captive DSP audience through advertising in our
quarterly newsletter contact Anja Schlüter on 012 803 4106
or Email marketing@dsp.gp.school.za.

17 September
Last day of school

We look forward to hearing from you!

All dates subject to change or possible cancellation.
News@DSP is available in printed format on request at
reception.
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DSP Shop window
If you are a bookworm...

…you can order German novels, children's
books and many other reading materials
from the Schulshop.
Contact Angi Ottermann
for details on
buchladen@dsp.gp.school.za
or 012 803 7721
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