
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Her love of biology leads her to the Uniklinik Cologne 

I was born in Pretoria. My mother is German and my father 

comes from Sweden. This already gave us a "multicultural 

feeling" from home, language- and cultural diversity was part of 

daily life. A two-year stay in Shanghai (China) deepened my 

curiosity about the big, wide world. 

2017 was my matric year. After that, however, I was unsure what 

I wanted to do and where I wanted to go. Having passed my 

Matric and having a German Language Diploma at C1 level, all 

doors were open to me in both South Africa and Germany.  

I researched various professions and courses of study and 

came to the conclusion that I wanted to do an apprenticeship in 

Germany, not a degree. I wanted to work practically and not sit at a desk all day; that just wasn't me. Thanks to 

my life science teacher, Ms Lötter, I had discovered my love of biology early on.  

I applied to the Uniklinik in Cologne as a biology lab technician at the end of 2017 and was immediately invited for 

an interview. It was a great experience to get the call that I had been offered the training position for August 2018. 

Due to my linguistic advantage, with both native German and English, I then also had no problems familiarising 

myself with the technical language. The time at the vocational school showed me that the education at the DSP, 

especially in the natural sciences and mathematics, can easily keep up with that of graduates of German high 

schools. 

After three years, I finally successfully completed my training in June 2021 and was readily accepted at the Uniklinik 

in Cologne. I am currently working in the radiology department of the Uniklinik in Cologne in the field of tumour 

research as a member of an international team and have fond memories of my school days at the DSP. 

 

We are always happy to hear from alumni who share their experience, successes and knowledge with us. 

Get in touch with us via: alumni@dsp.gp.school.za 

 

Janika Jönsson 
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